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roles of aristocrats and democrats seem to have been re-
versed. Hamilcar well knew that peace with Rome meant
oppression by Rome and the extinction of all national growth
and pride; and his life-work was a constant, unremitting
effort to prepare the nation for war and then to make war
upon this one arch-enemy of his country. The hatred he
bore the great Italian city became a family instinct as well as
a family purpose, rendered only the more keen by internal
opposition; and the destiny of the Barca family was to ex-
press its hatred in war and to bury itself in its last great
struggle with Rome. And, though eventually a failure, this
policy was clearly shown by more than one unworthy and
oppressive act of Rome to have been the true one for Car-
thage to pursue. It failed because of the half-heartedness of
its support.

With this end in view, Hamilcar, still a young man, little
over thirty, developed a plan to make good to Carthage its
losses in Sicily by the conquest of Spain. This plan was at
once undertaken, with the most statesmanlike method,

Iberia had long been not only a recruiting ground of Car-
thage, but from time immemorial had lured the Phoenicians
to its fertile shores. Gades was the earliest of the Tyrian
ventures; and Hamilcar was merely carrying out, with a
vigor no one else had shown, a part of the old national pol-
icy, at a time when such a man and such energy in the proper
direction were essential to save Carthage from dying out.

Iberia was a country of great natural resources. Abun-
dant forests, large navigable rivers and inexhaustible mines
were both a prize worth contending for, and a means by
which, in addition to its mountainous territory, the strong
warlike native population could indefinitely resist invasion.
But Hamilcar felt in himself the strength to overcome thesether was led by Hanno, the head of the demo-
